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LOCAL 964
History of the Hall
July 1, 1901
Engine Company #22 organized

September 5, 1953
Box Number 1932 sounded at 6:34 pm. The Baltimore Lumber
Company, Eastern Avenue near Haven Street was afire. A
severe thunder storm with a brilliant display of lightning was in
progress. Lightning struck an electric transformer and touched
off the huge storage shed. The two-block long complex of tin and
frame sheds, containing dressed lumber and a planning mill,
were soon blazing from end to end. Six alarms were sounded in
seventeen minutes, and Chief Engineer Michael Lotz sounded
the second alarm from Box Number 1933 (the adjacent Box) at
6:56 pm.
Engine 22 was working from a close-by hydrant when Assistant
Enginemen Herman Leyh suddenly collapsed at his post. He
was rushed to City Hospital where he died at 11:10 pm.
Assistant Enginemen Leyh was the only Line of Duty death
reported from these two companies.
By 1981, Engine Company #22 and Truck Company #17 had
been disbanded. The Baltimore Fire Officers purchased the
abandoned building, giving us a great meeting place.
Renovations in 2004/2005 brought the second-ﬂoor meeting
area in to the 21st century.

June 16, 1902
Engine Company #22 placed in active service in new quarters at
Patuxant Street between the north and south side of O’Donnell
Street
A 2-story brick building on a lot, 120 feet deep and 60 feet wide,
Costing $21,486 and the lot $3,000
There are two doors each, in the front and rear, for the exit of the
apparatus
Received from No. 7, a used 1891 LaFrance steam engine
Captain: George E. Croucher (Lt.- H&L 5)
1918- Received a new Fox K2 Engine Vehicle #679
1947- Received a new Ward LaFrance Fire Engine
1974- Received a new Seagrave Fire Engine
January 1, 1908
Truck Company #17 organized and placed in active service in
Engine House #22
Received from No. 10, a used 1895 Hayes Aerial Truck
Captain: William E. Stewart (Lt.- E4)
1917- Received a Christie/Hayes 75’ aerial
1922- Received a used Mack AC/Hayes 75’ aerial
1944- Received a used Mack 19/U-4 Hayes 85’ aerial former T-4
1957- Received a used Hayes 85’ aerial former T-10
1966- Received an American LaFrance 100’ TDA

Portions reprinted from:
The Unheralded Heroes
Of Baltimore’s Big Blazes
By: William A. Murry

Anthony “Rocco” Shockney, Truck #18, on a JOB in Walbrook.
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President Steve Horchar’s Report:
Nominations

Who are these Washington Capitals? As I
sit and start writing this Newsletter they are
leading the Vegas Knights in the Stanley
Cup Finals 2-1. We might be not able to
afford a Union Hockey Night in 2019 if they
pull this off. Best of luck to them, GO
CAPS…!!!
UPDATE: If you don’t know it by now, the
CAPS are the 2018 STANLEY CUP
CHAMPIONS…!!!
Pension Update
In May, we were dealt another setback in
our Pension Lawsuit when the August court
dates were moved to October. It was
necessitated by the actuarial work that is
still needed to be done before the trial can
begin. There is a pre-trial conference
scheduled for the first of September and as
always, I will keep you updated as things
develop or change. Below is what was
posted to our Social Media sites:
The pension trial has been re-set to begin
October 29 and end no later than November
9, 2018. The delay was necessitated by the
complexity of the actuarial work necessary to
prove the elements of damages suffered by
our active and retired members. The lawyers
will continue their discovery process for both
fact witnesses and expert witnesses. That
process will be completed in mid-August.
There will be a pre-trial conference on
September 7 and the lawyers will submit pretrial legal briefs by October 1. As the trial date
approaches, additional information will be
posted as it becomes known.
Deferred Comp

Nationwide is taking over as our plans
administrator. Tom Nosek has been
reporting and reminding all of us about the
change. During the month of June there are
Information Meetings taking place all
throughout the City. You can attend any
location you want. There are two (2)
sessions being held at Local 734’s Hall, the
first on Monday, June 11th at 1300 hours
and Thursday, June 14th at 0900 hours.
Attend a session, be informed.

Nominations for Local 964, Baltimore Fire
Officers IAFF, for the following positions will
be taken in September. All are a 3-year term
beginning January 1, 2019, the positions are
1st Vice President, Recording Secretary and
one (1) Trustee position. Nominations will
take place during the two meetings in
September. The first meeting will be
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 @1900 hrs.
and the second meeting September 5, 2018
@0830 hrs.

Congratulations goes out to two (2) of our
members, Captain John DeMario, Engine
Company 50 was named the Highlandtown
Exchange 2018 Firefighter of the Year.
Lieutenant John Meadowcroft Truck
Company 3 was this year’s recipient of the
Waldorf College Learning Partners
Scholarship.
Remember there are no Monthly Union
meetings during the months of July and
August. They will resume on September 4th.
I want to wish everyone a happy and safe
summer, enjoy the time you can spend with
your kids, they will be grown and gone
before you know it. I look forward to seeing
you at either the golf tournament on July
20th and most definitely at the Family Cookout on July 22nd.

We are looking for some help on the
Entertainment Committee, right now it’s the
E Board and a few other members. The
Entertainment Committee handles our
Social Nights, the Family Cook-out, Crab
Feast and we have some other ideas of
events that would include our families.
Please attend a monthly meeting or call me
to get more information on this.

1st VP George Jones’s Report:

Cook-Out

Officers Webpage and Forum
We are in the process of updating our
current webpage and the Forum section.
After much discussion, it has been decided
to keep the Forum, but with a slight change.
To post, you must Register and become a
Member. Instructions will be available on the
new page, when it starts operating. If
anyone has any questions, please call me…
443.854.9970
Hockey Night
The next newsletter will have the 2019
Hockey Night information. Come enjoy an
evening of unlimited drink and food, while
watching your Stanley Cup Champion,
Washington Capitals. Deluxe motor coach
transportation provided.
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controls and an easy display for visibility of
hose pressure for the pump operator. As
for the new trucks, the apparatus committee
has gone back to the flat roof. This was
done to save money on the apparatus, and
for the safety of the members riding in the
rear so that they are not standing up to turnout while responding. As of the writing of
this article, all 6 of the units have been
placed in service, and I sincerely hope the
members are pleased with the product we
have delivered. If any of the members have
any thoughts of improvement please feel
free to contact me with any thoughts you
may have. Truck 25 has been relocated to
the quarters of Engine 21, 3739 Roland
Avenue, 21211. This was done by the
administration when it was learned that
Pierce could not build a truck that could
effectively fit into truck 25’s quarters at 2
Upland Avenue 21211, and deliver an
apparatus that was to Pierce’s standards as
well as the apparatus committee’s standard.
Chief Ford and Chief Everett met with the
Roland Park Community to discuss the
need to move truck 25 to engine 21, and
assured the community that there would be
no reduction in response time to their
community needs. The apparatus
committee will return to Wisconsin this
summer to have a final inspection on Engine
8 and Trucks 26 and 18. Engine 8 will be
built on the format of the previous engines
and Truck 26 will be a tandem rear mount
truck with the 107’ Ascendant Ladder.
Truck 18 will be a tractor drawn aerial, that
will also use the 107’ Ascendant Ladder.
Both trucks will have a heavy duty ladder ”
tip load” of 750 lbs. After the final inspection
at Pierce Manufacturing, the apparatus will
be driven to Atlantic Emergency Solutions
for final out fitting of equipment. The units
will then be delivered to the fire department
for the out fitting of radios, drive-cam and
other fire department equipment. The units
will then go to the fire academy where all
shifts will receive training on the new
apparatus from a Pierce representer. After
training, the units will be ready to go in
service as first line apparatus at the
discretion of the Chief of Fire Department.
The committee will return to Pierce in the fall
for the inspection of Squad 26 and an
additional truck, to be named (numbered)
later. The final inspection for 2018 will
occur in December as the committee looks
at Squad 40.

Apparatus
The Apparatus Committee visited Pierce
Manufacturing in Appleton Wisconsin the
take final inspection of Engines 13, 31 42
and 46 and trucks 3 and 25. As most of you
have noticed there has been a change in
graphics, with the ‘Pride Protecting People”
patch located on the front door, and the
company number placed on the rear door.
This change approval came from the
assistant chief, and will be a permanent
change to future apparatus. The committee
has produced what we believe to be a very
functional piece of apparatus with a
shortened wheel based for a tighter turn
radius and a lower hose bed for easier
packing of hose. The pump panel is more
functional as well, with push button throttle

The Annual 964 Cook-out will be happing
this year on Sunday, July 22, 2018 at
Valleybrook Country Club, located in
Kingsville Maryland. The cook-out will start
at 12 noon and last until 6pm. The cook-out
is open to all active and retired members
and their families. I encourage you to
participate in what has been a growing
event year after year. There is plenty of
food, fun and prizes for all that attend.
There is swimming, basketball and tennis, to
name some of the activities. There is a
moon bounce and games and prizes for the
children. There will be plenty of food such
as hamburgers, hot dogs, corn on the cobb,
chicken Italian sausage and much more.
There will be a flyer sent out to the stations
in the very near future advertising the event.
Retired Captain Tim Nosek (E-33) will be
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catering the event and Captain Mike
Hudson (Squad 54) will be hosting games,
events and prizes for the children. I
encourage you to attend for a very great
time. If you have any questions please feel
free to contact me at 443-563-1143 or Tom
Nosek at 410-499-5441 or Mike Hudson at
410-375-5577
Closing
I have been to the Shift Commanders Office
on several occasion to review Drive-cam
videos of our members, responding to
incidents without being seat belted. There
are members that have second and even
third Drive-cam seat belt violations. This is
the major reoccurring violation of our
members when it comes to the Drive-cam
violations. Speaking to the Shift
Commanders, there is no defense to this
action. Maryland State Law requires all
front seat passengers to be seat belted
when any vehicle is in motion – NO
EXCEPTION. Please take the 2 to 3
seconds to buckle your seat belt before
responding to the incident. Because your
unit beat the first due unit in, is not an
excuse to be unbelted.
As the company officer, it is your
responsibility to ensure that all E-meds for
that day are complete. As the officer, you
may delegate the work to a subordinate, but
the responsibility and the accountability falls
on the officer in charge for its completion. In
a conversation with EMS Battalion Chief
MacCaren, he stated that there are certain
events that are pulled for review and
completion; full arrest, penetrating wounds
(shootings stabbing), non-breathing and
chest pains. This is just to name a few of
the events that are pulled, but all E-meds
should be completed. Chief MacCaren also
stated that there is a 14 day window to
complete the E-meds, so that, if the
suppression unit has a last minute EMS
response, the event will be present upon the
return to work, even if the member is
returning from vacation leave.
Upon your arrival at a suppression incident,
and after giving your initial size-up to fire
communications, be mindful to state, “start
the incident timer” as part of your initial sizeup. This is a new Operations memo and
MOP initiated by operations. The SCO’s
has stated that first arriving units will be held
accountable for giving this information to
communications. Upon the mitigation of the
incident (2 engines and 1 truck) or at the
discretion of the Incident Commander, notify
fire communications to “stop the incident
timer”. The Incident timer can be utilized
for extended rescue incidents, Haz-Mat
Incidents and any other incident that the first
arriving unit feels fit to use the timer. So,
remember to include this language in your
initial size-up.

HAVE A SAFE AND ENJOYABLE
SUMMER!!!

2nd VP Tom Nosek’s Report:

Volume #18, Issue #2

June 2018
Wishing everyone a great summer, please
take the time to enjoy your family.
By the time you read this, Local 964
and The Retired Professional Firefighters
Cancer Fund Inc. will have made a check
presentation to John Hopkins Kidney
Cancer Research. The check presentation
in the name of deceased Lt. Jack Zoppo
took place on June 9th at the quarters of
Engine 6. Local 964 will announce the
Cancer Research raffle winner and total
donation on the Forum after June 9th.

Leave time accrual! Please make
sure you check your telestaff calendar, also
your totals. Your Telestaff calendar goes
back years. There have been some
discrepancies.
Enjoy the summer, see you at the
July 22 annual family cookout. This is a
great family day with plenty of food, games,
and swimming.
“GREATEST JOB IN THE WORLD”

BUILDING: The wall in the rear of
the building was taken down by Tom
Skinner. We will have the parking pad area
replaced this summer.
We are still working with potential tenants
for downstairs. The process is slower then
we would like, however we just don’t want to
accept someone just for the sake of having
a tenant.
HEALTHCARE: It appears
that the growing pains we encountered with
the new providers for active and retired
members has slowed. Members still having
problems with their healthcare, feel free to
call me for assistance @ 410 499 5441. The
City unions plan on meeting with the City
this month, regarding 2019 healthcare!!
LOCAL 964 EVENTS: The Local
held two events since the last newsletter.
On April 27 we held the Spring retirement
seminar, which was well attended. The next
seminar will be in November. Please plan to
attend, to learn about your retirement, it
arrives before you know. Financial investors
say you should planning, the day you walk
into the BCFD, for your future.

Secretary/Treasurer Dave
Cox’s Report

The second event was held May 1, our
annual Social Night. The food was great as
was the company, we watched the Capitals
on their run for the Stanley Cup. Scott
Czawltyko was in his glory. Though
attendance could have been better, a good
time was had by all.
DEFERRED COMPENSATION 457
PLAN: The new Deferred Compensation
plan provider is Nationwide. They won the
RFP last year and such is being
implemented July 1. There are 18 planned
workshops for Baltimore City employees,
members can attend either one. Local 734
will be hosting two of these workshops,
Monday, June 11 @ 1 pm and Thursday,
June 14 @ 9 am. This is YOUR money,
please make the effort to attend to learn
what will be happening with YOUR money.
John L. Seiss memorial golf
tournament will be held on Friday, July 20th
@ Rocky Point golf course. Foursome spots
still open.
HEART/ LUNG SCANS: Heart and
Lung scans are available at Seton Imaging
Center, 3449 Wilkens Ave. (on the campus
of St. Agnes hospital). Phone is
667-234-8675. I hoping to have brochures
for the June retiree meeting.
The Local is in the process of setting
the date and location for the December
retiree dinner/dance and the annual VEBA
raffle. Watch for dates and locations on the
FORUM and Local 964 FACEBOOK page.
Both Fire Locals, FOP Lodge 3 and
Professional Firefighters of Maryland are
jointly hosting two nights at the ballpark this
summer. July 25 vs the Boston Red Sox and
August 24 vs the New York Yankees. See
the flyer, tickets are bought online. Let’s
back the Orioles, better times are coming.!!!!

Payroll issues
Recently one of our members called about
union dues and their taxes. The amount
being deducted was not what should have
been deducted. I ran the report that I get
from central payroll to find out that there
were several members that were paying the
incorrect amount. I notified Steve and we
both looked at the issue and did some
research and came up with the conclusion
that our union dues were not being
increased when a member got promoted
within the local and or when they received
longevity steps. I then notified local 734 of
our problem and suggested they check their
dues deduction as well. As it turns out the
same was happening to both locals. I then
called central payroll to see if I could
remedy the situation; to no avail. Steve then
contacted the labor commissioners office
and a meeting was set up. I will say the
labor commissioner’s office did everything
they could to help. Both Locals had a
teleconference with the department, central
payroll and the Labor Commissioner. The
problem was identified and we (Lori and I)
were assured that it would be corrected on
the next pay and it would not happen again.
The next payroll came and sure enough the
shortage was gone. However; our dues
deduction was several thousand more than
it should have been. Back I went to the dues
summary and this time I discovered they
were deducting dues from everyone’s gross
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salary including overtime and acting pay.
Back to the Labor Commissioner we went
advising her of what was now taking place
with our dues. Another teleconference was
held with myself, Local 734 (Lori), Central
Payroll and the Labor Commissioner. I
advised central payroll of the problem and
was told point blank “we cannot fix that”. We
were told that all the dues deductions would
have to be done manually every pay until a
program could be written to alleviate the
problem. I informed them that our pension
contribution process was exactly as our
union dues deduction except the
percentages were different and that may be
of some help in fixing the problem. I was
immediately informed that one was pension
contribution and the other was dues
deduction and they were not the same!! OK.
I then asked through the labor
Commissioner that the dues structure be
returned to the original form until this
debacle could be resolved. Central Payroll
asked that we give them a day to find a
resolution to the problem and see if one of
their programmers could write a program to
repair the problem. A day or two later I
received a call from the Labor
Commissioner that the problem was finally
resolved by ADP. As far as I can tell the
problem has indeed been resolved but we
will keep a close eye on this going forward.
Sorry for the long-winded explanation but it
was a trying process and I wanted everyone
to have a full explanation.

June 2018
Uniform Committee
There have been no meetings and no
progress that I am aware of on the uniform
committee. Maybe after July 1st, not sure at
this point.
Local 964
Please enjoy the summer months and don’t
forget to come out to the 964 cook out at
Valley Brook Country Club on July 22nd. It
is a good time but unfortunately under
attended by our members and retirees.
Also, our Golf Tournament held on July 20th.
Another good time with great food and great
prizes.

MDA Summer Camp is held the
third week in June. Visitors Day is
Wednesday June 20th, we will be
attending and providing lunch for the
kids and councilors. Camp is held at
Camp Fairlee near Chestertown and all
are invited to attend. MDA Fill-the-Boot
will be held the week of August 27th.
Start planning now, challenge your
crews to improve on your last collection.

Recording Secretary Tom
Skinner’s Report

Finances
The finances of the local are stable. We are
relying on the building savings to help with
the shortfall created by not having tenants
on the first floor. We should recover those
shortages when we do get that space
occupied.
We were trying to hold out on purchasing a
new copier until we had the downstairs
rented. Well that didn’t happen, the
repairman was coming all the time, so I
spoke to the Executive Board and advised
them the copier needed to be replaced. I
took bids on a new copier and it was
replaced just this past week.
Health and Safety
Mike Brown will be reporting on this issue
elsewhere in the newsletter. The sudden
departure of Deputy Chief of Safety Dodwell
seems to have created quite a stir. I have
only been the Chairman for 964 on the
Health and Safety Committee for a short
time but I believe Chief Dodwell truly had
our members safety at heart. I would like to
wish him well in his retirement or future
endeavors. I hope the next Chief of Safety
has as much concern for our members as
Chief Dodwell seemed to have. Hopefully
we will not return to the old days in the
BCFD where Safety is paramount unless it
costs money. The unions and the
department have made great strides in
safety and health in the recent past. I would
hate to see someone come from the outside
or promoted from within, stifle the process
being made by the Health and Safety
Committee. There is more to health and
safety than Drive Cams and Driver’s
License data.
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upcoming elections. My
recommendation to each of you is to
vote your conscious. The PFFMD will
discuss endorsements at the June
meeting. Thank you for supporting our
PAC fund. Our legislative focus remains;
your safety, health, and benefits. We will
continue to work with the City Council
and the General Assembly to protect
and improve your benefits. This year’s
PAC President’s Club gift is a travel bag
with the PAC logo embroidered. If you
haven’t received yours, please contact
your Battalion Steward.

With the resignation of Pat
Macken, President Horchar has
appointed me to finish out the remainder
of the term as Recording Secretary. I
would like to thank Steve for his trust
and faith in me. If I can be of service to
any of you, do not hesitate to call me!
(443)790-2625
Congratulations to Truck 12 for
being top collector in the annual fill the
boot for the Metropolitan Burn Center
and to T-12 “A” shift for winning the
bushel of crabs. Many thanks to the
members that put in the work to make
the collection a success every year. Tom
McLhinney, Joel White and our own
representative Ben Alder, Great Job!

Members of the Executive Board,
CISM team and BHS (Business Health
Services) visited the IAFF Center of
Excellence this spring. The Center is for
IAFF members needing help with PTSD
or drug/alcohol dependency. PTSD is
causing many problems for our
members nationwide. Don’t suffer alone
and don’t let your crew suffer. You have
help available. In the BCFD, we are
fortunate to have many options available
to us.
We are in the final stages of
website redesign. The web address will
not change. There will be a sign in
necessary to post on the new Forum. It
will be fresh and modern and will be
much easier to operate, giving our
members access to the information they
require.
Congratulations to Brother John
Damario for being selected as the
Highlandtown Exchange FF of the Year!
Well deserved!

This year’s legislative session
had small victories. We were able to
fend off attacks on our benefits and
protections, while working with
legislators on several fire safety bills.
Governor Hogan kept his promise try to
move us toward tax free pensions.
Hometown Heroes 2018 attempted to
increase our deductions to 100% tax
free in 3 years and reduce the age to 50.
This was amended out in committee. It
will return. A few has asked me to
publish recommendations for the
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Health and Safety:
Topics discussed at the last Health and Safety Meeting. The committee meets the third Thursday EVERY month. If you
have any questions or concerns, contact Dave Cox (Engine 5 “D”) or Mike Brown (Truck 30 “A”).
• New Gear - The Department really turned out a good response on the Gear Survey. There will be several phases of
the new gear. Some members have already received a newer set with trim that looks like the old style trim. The gear
with the new pocket designs and other modiﬁcation will be coming in 2019. In any case all the members of Logistics
and Health and Safety have made a huge eﬀort to provide the department with most eﬀective gear for our needs
possible. a HUGE shout out to Cris Caisse and Jason Goodwin for going the extra mile(s) with their work on this
project.
• Cancer Prevention, some new presumptive cancers are being discussed in Annapolis but its EVERY members
responsibility! Take part in the hood exchange program, the department will be putting “wipes” on the Air Flexes to clean up, swap your gear
after a ﬁre, etc. There are great resources in the “Cancer Prevention” folder in BCFD Word Forms. The department is also looking into to
DECON equipment to use after a ﬁre.
• Gear Cleaning - DID YOU KNOW…that you can send your gear out at ANY time to get cleaned? That’s right! if you think your gear needs
cleaning, call Fire Supply and they will come get it. This is an important part of not only Cancer prevention but maintaining YOUR gear. Send it
out (even if it’s still in the plastic. Although, we recommend taking it out and making sure it is YOUR gear and that it still ﬁts).

964 “News”
The new BaltimoreFireOﬃcers.COM is up and running. Due to outdated software we needed to move to a new platform.
This was also a good opportunity to make the Forum more secure with a log in. To log into the site use your ﬁrst name and
last name as your user name and create a password. All the old Forum rules remain in eﬀect. If you need assistance email
Mike Brown 964Training@gmail.com or Tom Skinner TASkinner2@hotmail.com

Legislative News
Our Local and State representatives are in Annapolis with the start of the new Legislative session. Some recent
accomplishments include the “Hometown Hero” act which gives retired Fireﬁghters a signiﬁcant Tax break on their pension
and some updates to better protect us with the presumptive cancer laws. Don’t forget to join the PAC fund!

Last Alarm
Lieutenant Charles Johnson Engine Company #56 Passed Away 01.2.18
Lieutenant Edward Dix Engine Company #45 Passed Away 01.26.18
Lieutenant William Grahe Truck Company #21 Passed Away 02.01.2018
Captain Patrick Flynn Public Information Ofﬁcer Passed Away 02.12.2018
Captain Raymond Moore, Engine Company #36 Passed Away 04.20.2018\
Lieutenant John Lalik, Engine Company #18 Passed AwayApril 20, 2018
Lieutenant Frank Giotis, Sr. Medical Bureau, passed Away 04.30.2018

At the “Hall”
The Hall: As the new oﬃcials are “sprucing up” and personalizing their work spaces, we are looking to add pictures from incidents, social events
and members as well as ﬁre service memorabilia. We will add some photos to the Facebook Page and Newsletter, as we do them. It’s always
best to see them in person. If you have something you would like to see displayed Contact Tom Nosek.
Do you have an upcoming Family Party, Birthday Party, Bridal or Baby Shower, Graduation, First Communion, Family and Class Reunions or even
the now popular Gender Reveal Party, our hall is available for members to rent. Included are the amenities of two large screen tv’s, beverage cool
box, a commercial refrigerator, a double oven stove, a stair-chair lift system and a newly added air circulation system. Where better to throw a party
then on the “Square” in Beautiful Historic Canton Square? For information regarding the Hall rental Contact Tom Nosek.
VEBA: Anyone who has ideas for fund raisers for the VEBA fund, please contact Steve Horchar or Dave Cox. This is
what pays out death benefits to YOUR family.
Logo Store: We have polos and tees available that feature our union logo. We now carry Orioles, Ravens and

Capitals themed Maltese Cross decals. We are looking for a display case that will hold our logo store items.
If you know anyone who has one and is looking to donate it, please keep the union in mind.
24K GOLD PLATED ORNAMENT Proceeds benefit L-964 VEBA Fund Mail a $20 check or money order, along with
Name and Address for each ornament to:
THE BALTIMORE FIRE OFFICERS
c/o Ornament
1030 S. Linwood Avenue
Baltimore, MD. 21224

Volume #18, Issue #2

!5

Baltimore Fire Oﬃcers Local 964

June 2018

Retirees
Retired Fire Officers & Fire Fighters Executive Board
President - Charles Williams
Vice-President – Steve Fugate
Treasurer - Robert Jenkins
Secretary - David Franz
Sergeant at Arms - Jim Macey

443-324-2531
410-908-0199
410-444-0039
410-499-5638
410-677-6058

aircasade@aol.com
sgfugate@comcast.net
kookmagnet@hotmail.com
bcfdretirees@comcast.net
maceydel@verizon.net

Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:30 pm.
Meetings will be held at the VFW Post 6506 Charles Evering Post
8777 Philadelphia Road,
Rosedale, Md. 21237
***No Meetings in July or August***
Send illness notifications to Dave Franz and
PLEASE KEEP YOUR BENEFICIARIES UP TO DATE!
**Attention Retirees**
We send vital information through a group email
Association Members wanting to participate send your email address to
Recording Secretary Dave Franz at
bcfdretirees@comcast.net for more details call Dave at (410)499-5638

Calendar
NO UNION MEETINGS in July or August for Summer Break
July 20: John L. Seiss Golf Tournament
Annual Cookout July 22, 2018, 12:00-5:00 p.m. ValleyBrook Swim Club, Kingsville, MD See the Flyer on Page 11
August 27-September 3 MDA Fill the Boot
September 4, 2018 Local 964 Monthly Evening Meetings resume 7:00 p.m. @ Local 964’s Hall
September 5, 2018 Local 964 Monthly Morning Meetings resume 08:30 a.m. @ Local 964’s Hall

“Putting Up” Reports from the Battalions & Bureaus
FIRST Battalion, Phil Gentile Truck 3
Hello again Brothers and Sisters. I think it is important for me
to go off script a bit this newsletter and not write about a First Battalion
issue. Instead I want to write about an issue that effects all of us.
Recently our Chief of Department, Mr. Niles R. Ford PhD., has been
visiting stations in an effort to address some of the “Hot Topics” that
we find ourselves confronted with from day to day. One such topic
that I find to be of particular importance is the uniform policy and how
it may be changing in the not so distant future. The Chief was very
clear in his conversation that when the budget allows, we could see
some changes. Chief Ford was also VERY clear in advising that the
uniform policy will be strictly enforced. We all know what that means.
I don’t think it’s too much to ask to follow this MOP to the letter. Also,
we as Officers and Supervisors, can (and will) be held accountable if
we turn a blind eye to a member that’s not dressed properly. I for one
will not have my record tarnished because another member finds it
difficult to tuck their shirt in. We should start by setting an example to
our members. Do as I say, not as I do doesn’t work anymore.

SECOND Battalion, Jim “CAVDOG” Cavasina Engine 31
Not much to report from the 2nd this quarter. Engines 13 & 31
put new pumpers in service and they are awesome. The biggest
complaint I’ve heard was the door decals. T1 put Tower 81 in service
and as we all expected it can throw “Copious” amounts of water. It
does a great job of snatching patients from windows. Keep in mind
during your initial size ups, it can come in handy despite its
cumbersome size. As always the 2nd Battalion’s run totals are thru
the roof and every time we hit the street there is a potential for injury.
Remember to take the time to read the Health and Safety articles of
the News Letter, you’ll ﬁnd good ideas for keeping you and your
crews healthy. Keep up the good work, it’s what we do! Engine 31’s
new rig “catching WORK”

Check yourself, check your members, check your unit, and Be Safe!
Photo Below: John “Noob” Neuberger leading the way on Truck 26
(JAWS Photo)
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PHOTOS: Truck 5 and Engine 13 all showing oﬀ their new rigs. (JAWS
Photo)

THIRD Battalion, Ray Hudson, Truck 10
The 3rd Battalion bid a fond farewell to Captain Joe Jarboe,
Engine 55 in late May as he worked his last tour before entering
retirement. The men and women of the "Pigtown" firehouse held a
fine dinner on his last night working with many active and retired
members stopping in to wish Joe well. The dinner was interrupted
for some when box alarm 8-30 was struck and companies had a roof
fire to contend with, on Myrtle Avenue.
Joe started his career in the BCFD in 1985 as a firefighter at
Engine19. In 1990 he was promoted to Lieutenant and assigned to
Engine 55 “B shift", where he would work for the next 19 years until
making Captain. As a Captain he was able to remain at 55 - lucky
Pig. What a last day it was. Engine 55 was involved in a minor
accident and the company had to "change over" - twice.
Speaking of changing over, numerous 3rd Battalion Companies
have been in second line apparatus while their first line apparatus
undergoes repair, some like Truck 10, for extended periods of time.
"Second Lines" have been a source of "heartburn" for us for years, to
be kind, most of the departments second line apparatus has seen
better days and is in pretty rough condition after years of heavy
emergency service in the City of Baltimore. Be sure to CYA when
picking up second line apparatus, make sure the pumps go in, the
ladders work, the lights- light and the breaks- break before
accepting one.
Local 964 personnel changes within the Battalion are, Captain
Bud "Pick 6" Grantland will be taking over at Engine 55 with the
retirement of Captain Jarboe and Floating Captain Mike Hogan has
been moved to Engine 8 "B" to work in the absence of Lieutenant
Don Costner.

I would also like to make mention of the death of retired
Captain Raymond Moore, Engine 36. By everyone's account
Captain Moore was one of the good guys in the department and
well respected by all who knew him. I had the occasion to work
with him a few times over the years at Engine 36 where he
always made me feel welcome and was an interesting fellow to
talk to. Rest in Peace Captain Moore, Eng. 36.
Photo Right: Bryan Hoffman (5/5/80) and Dante Stewart “Calling
the Shots” in the 3rd AND standing by the 8X10 Captains

FOURTH Battalion, Mike Hudson, Squad 54
The Fourth Battalion has continued to be busy with
numerous fires and other responses. PAC Fund duffle bags
were distributed in May to participating members. If you aren’t
already, please consider supporting this effort in the future
through payroll deduction.
Truck 25 completed moving to the quarters of Engine
Company 21 and their new tiller truck is in-service. Lockers, an
office and other renovations were completed to facilitate the
move and members have settled in to their new space.
Battalion Chief 12 and Medic 19 were successfully moved to
Station 44 as part of this transition as well.
Some of Box 414 Association apparatus has moved to
and is responding out of Engine Company #42’s quarters. We
are always grateful for their work!
Several 964 Members in the Fourth have started their
Pre-Retirement Leave: Carl Harp Squad #54, Gil Brooks Engine
Company #42, Aaron Myers Engine Company #4, “Diamond”
Dave Carter Truck Company #25, and Truck 29’s Dave Lohr and
Greg Hanzlik.
As many of you know we have been trying to update our
records. I have been in contact with most of you but PLEASE
keep your information at the Union Hall up to date.
Thankfully, there have been no recent grievances filed
and various administrative issues have been resolved. Thanks
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Health and Wellness
June is National Cancer Survivor Month. This is a time to celebrate
the brave survivors who have fought and beat the awful disease of
cancer. There are regular self-exams and screenings for various types
of cancers — such as cancer of the skin, colon, cervix and breast.
These screenings can increase your chances of discovering cancer
early, when treatment is most likely to be successful. Ask your doctor
about the best cancer screening schedule for you based on your
gender, age, and genetics.

to President Steve Horchar for his efforts in getting ALS stipends
paid to members, many of whom had been waiting for months.
Please continue to contact me with questions or issues as they
arise. My cell phone is 410-375-5577 and I will make every effort
to address your concerns as soon as possible.
The Local 964 Picnic is July 22, 2108. This is a great
time to socialize with current and retired members, and it is
family and child friendly. Recent attendance has been low –
please consider attending with your family as it’s a great event.
Everyone keep up the great work and be safe!

BCFD in the Community
On May 9, members from L964, L734, and retirees gathered at Poly
Western High School to assist with the Baltimore City Special
Olympics. Members volunteered to represent the fire department on
their own time and it was a rewarding and enjoyable day for those
who participated. Special thanks to F.I. Michael Hineline for organizing
and coordinating. Thank you to all the members who participated. I
know for myself it was a great experience!

Michael Hudson

New Promotions/Transfers
Congratulations to Jeffrey Carnes on his promotion to Lieutenant! He
will be assigned to Truck 21 on B-Shift.
Firehouse Healthy Recipe
Hangar Steak with Shallot Pan-Sauce
Ingredients to Feed 4:
2 1/2-3 lbs of Hangar Steaks
Olive Oil
2 Garlic Cloves, whole with skin on
4 Sprigs of Fresh Thyme
2 Shallots, finely diced
2 Tsp. Mustard Seeds
3/4 Cup of Chicken Broth or white wine
Zest and juice of ½ Lemon
2 Tbs of Unsalted Butter
Salt/Pepper to Taste
Directions:
Season steaks generously with salt.
Get a large sauté/cast iron pan screaming hot. Right before adding
steaks to the pan, drizzle in just enough oil to coat the bottom of the
pan. Add the steaks and half of the thyme and both garlic cloves.
Cook the steaks over high heat for about 8 minutes total for medium
rare, flip them halfway through. You want a nice golden brown crust
so don't move them around too much.
Remove the steaks and place on a wire rack to rest for at least 10
minutes.
While the steaks rest, pour off most of the oil from the pan. Add the
shallots and mustard seeds, sauté over medium heat for a couple
minutes. Add the chicken broth, lemon zest/juice, and thyme leaves,
scraping any brown bits off the bottom. Reduce this mixture by about
half, about 5 minutes.
Remove the pan from the heat, add the butter and swirl the pan. It is
important to do this off heat because if the sauce gets too hot it will
break, which means the butter will not emulsify with the sauce and it
will become very "greasy". Taste and adjust your seasonings.

Dave “Da Wolf” Warehime

SIXTH Battalion, Mike Hogan, Truck 21 (LTD)
Introduction
In case you missed the last article, I am Michael Hogan and I will be
serving as L964’s Sixth Battalion Steward. Please contact me with any
ideas or items they would like published in the Sixth Battalion section.

"
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MEMORIAL SERVICE & MEDALS DAY
By: Dean Denning
The Annual Memorial Service and Medals Day was held on April 14, 2018 at the War Memorial Building. During the Memorial serve we remembered
members from our Department that have died since the previous Service by placing a flower into the memorial Maltese Cross. 45 flowers were
placed this year to honor them and 11 of those were members from Local 964.
The officers and members of our Department perform exceptionally daily. We, as Officers, are tasked to protect the public by leading our members
into harm’s way making sure they return to quarters when the job is complete. Medals Day is a time to commend those members that have
exceeded expectations by performing “an act of heroism under adverse conditions”, by displaying “outstanding proficiency in the performance of
emergency duty” and recognizing those members that have stood out remarkably over the past year. Among th e noteworthy events this year we
recognized members involved in commendable acts while off duty, the delivery of outstanding pre-hospital care, as well as the units that operated on
freezing roadway of I-95’s mass casualty incident, and the fire in an assisted living facility on Lawina Avenue where * 7* occupants (some invalids or
disabled) were rescued.
Medals Day by the Numbers:
18 incidents resulted in members receiving Departmental Commendations
43 Departmental Commendations were received by members of Local 964
7 “Special Awards” were received by Members of Local 964
Battalion Chief Frank Farrell: Chief Human William, JR. Humanitarian Award
Captain Michael Winn & Lieutenant Albert Jarret: Lieutenant Nelson Taylor Award
Captain Anthony “Rocco” Shockney: Captain Donald Hubbel Award
Lieutenant Christopher Coker: Katzenberg Award
Captain Harry Lancellotti: Box 414 Association Award (co award with members of 734)
Lieutenant David Guercio: Chief Thomas J. Burke Courage Medal (co award with members of 734)
The Memorial Service and Medals day committee is voluntarily made up of members from Locals 964, Local 734, and Box 414
Association. Captain Patrick Macken is the chairman of the committee. He oversees the many moving parts of award recommendations, writing and
publishing the book, coordinating the annual fundraiser and scheduling the numerous meetings. The money raised during the fundraiser, is used to
purchase some of the special awards and to cover other added expenses. Though Medals day is ‘mandated by MOP, if it were not for the voluntary
work of the committee members and the leadership of Patrick Macken, the event would Not be as successful as it is!!
The committee unanimously agrees that the purpose of the event is to RECOGNIZE OUR MEMBERS for their noteworthy actions.
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Cancer Fund Raffle
On June 9, 2018, The Baltimore Fire Officers presented a check for $2650 to the Johns Hopkins Kidney Cancer Research fund in the name of
Lieutenant Jack C. Zoppo. The monies were the proceeds from the raffle held recently. We were joined at the check presentation by Bill Newland,
Chairman/President of The Retired Professional Fire Fighters Cancer Fund and Jack’s widow, Sonya, and his children. Mr. Newland, a retired Fire
Fighter, and Sonya had teamed up to make a donation to the Johns Hopkins fund of $15,000. Mr. Newland’s organization has donated over $200,000
since 2010 to cancer research centers across the country. This is the second donation to Johns Hopkins. His organization’s story can be found on their
website www.LetsFireCancer.org. Receiving the checks representing Johns Hopkins was the Oncologist that had treated Jack. Many heartfelt speeches
were made about the impact the Jack had made on his friends and co-workers. The following was written by Rick Lago and truly captures the man Jack
was and how important he was to everyone that he touched.
Lt. Jack Zoppo was a unique individual full of love and laughter. He lived his life with honesty and integrity. He was a dedicated fire officer who
led his unit with courage, honor, and professionalism. He was respected and admired by everyone. He was a loyal and faithful friend, never denying a
favor and always showing kindness and compassion. He had passionate unconditional love for his family. A devoted husband, father, son, and brother,
family was important, and he adored them all. He approached life with vigor and enthusiasm. His strength, strong will, and determination was displayed
daily. Whether he was fighting a raging fire, or pouring concrete, his approach was with fortitude and resolve. Jack is the type of person we think of
when we talk about grit. When I look at the man in the mirror, I hope to see a reflection of Jack. Not because of his bulging muscles or good looks, but
because of his soul, his character. I want to possess his courage, honor, and integrity. I hope to be as respected by my brothers and sisters of this
department in his image. I want to see the loving father, husband, son, and Brother just like Jack. He brightened up a room with his smile and laugh. He
had an endless burning light inside, that stemmed from an enormous heart, full of love and compassion. They say time heals, in my heart he is missed
as much today as he was on the last day he spent with us. He lost his battle to this lethal illness, but it wasn't without a valiant fight. Hopefully with the
kindness shown here today, we will find a cure for this deadly disease and stop the suffering. Thank You!
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John L. Seiss Memorial Golf Tournament:
To benefit the VEBA fund (Local 964’s Widows and Orphans Fund)
Rocky Point Golf Course Essex, Maryland
Friday July 20, 2018 Registration 7 a.m. SHOTGUN start at 8 a.m.
Breakfast, Food at “the Turn” and a gourmet buffet lunch,
Raffles and Prizes
Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams, closet to the pin and long drives
$125.00 per player
Contact Bryan Hoffman 410.446.2666 or Tom Nosek 410.499.5441 for more info
Send registration forms to: Local 964 1030 South Linwood Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland 21224

2018 FAMILY-FRIENDLY GAME NIGHTS!!!

TM

Special Recognition nights for

Fire Officers, Fire Fighters, EMS, Police Officers
& Military Personnel at Camden Yards**

**Donations being collected for Maryland IAFF, FOP & Camp Puh’tok
(15 scholarships for First Responders & Military families (ages 7-16, 2 week sessions))

July 25th
(Wed-7:05pm)
vs BOS
Select

Steve Canter and Danny Nott discussing tactics

August 24th
(Fri-7:05pm)
vs NYY

Prime- Postgame Fireworks-all fans

Discounts range from $4 - $10 depending on seat and game:
Club Box 212-214, 256-260:
Select $53*, Prime $67*
Left Field Lower Box Sections 66-86:
Select $33*, Prime $43*
Upper Reserve Sections 306-364:
Select $16*, Prime $24*
*There is an additional 10% service charge per ticket.
For any questions or accessible seating, please call 888.848.BIRD (2473) and ask for the Ticket Services team.

FOLLOW THE STEPS BELOW TO PURCHASE TICKETS
1. Click on the link below or go online to
http://www.orioles.com/tix/fop
2. Select a game

3. Select a quantity of tickets, 4. Create a Baltimore Orioles ticket account, 5. Purchase and print your tickets

(Tickets posted for re-sale are subject to cancellation. Offer is NOT valid at the Box Office)

(Doors open 3 hours before game time)
1202 Ridgely Street,
Baltimore, MD 21230

$2 Draft Buds/Bud-lite; $3 Canned Beer, & $5 Bombs!
Special Pricing on pizza, sausages, hotdogs, & nachos

Sponsored by:

w w w . c pm i nv estm ents. c o m
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