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LOCAL 964
President Steve Horchar’s Report:
Spring Training has
begun, and our Birds aren’t
doing bad. I don’t see a
World Series run here, but I
think it will be exciting and
trying times as they go
through the rebuilding era.
I would like to thank Tom
Nosek for all the years of his
dedicated service to the
members of Local 964. Tom
resigned his position as 2nd
Vice President as he
prepares to start his
retirement. Rumor has it, he
is doing grandpop daycare
on the side, so if anyone
gets in jam, call Tom. Tom,
from working under two
previous Presidents, bought
a lot of knowledge and
experience to the table and I
will miss that. He always had
you, the members, best
interests and concerns in
mind. Tom will remain
involved on committees and
has offered his assistance
anywhere or time we need it.
Tom, good luck in your
upcoming retirement.
The Board of Directors
and the membership at the
March Meetings approved
filling these positions with

interim appointments. I
appointed Tom Skinner to
the interim 2nd Vice President
position and Mike Hudson to
the interim position of
Recording Secretary. These
2 positions will be added to
the regularly scheduled
elections to be held this
September/October.
We are still awaiting
Judge Julie Rubin’s decision
in the pension litigation. We
know nothing more than
what we did in January and
are hoping for a favorable
ruling. As soon as we hear
anything, I will pass it on.
Our firstfloor leasing is
moving along, right now the
larger side (coffee shop) is
under lease to Akuma
Japanese Restaurant, with a
hopeful summer 2019
opening. The smaller side
(real estate office) is being
looked at by 2 groups and
hopefully, we will be under
lease or close by the time
this newsletter makes it out.
We are completing all our
Tenant Improvements that
were needed to bring us up
to code.
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The Out of State Driver’s
License Grievance (August
2017) has been moved to
Arbitration, and we are
awaiting the hearing date.
On February 27th, Fire
Box 5160, 445 N Glover
Street, sent 3 of our
members to Bayview Burn
Center, 2 members were
released the same day and 1
member was admitted to the
Burn Center for closer
observation and burn
treatment. He has since
been released. Please keep
these injured members and
those injured members from
the October 17th gas
explosion in your prayers
and thoughts. Some of these
members are still off duty
recuperating from their burns
and injuries.
Hockey Night was held
on February 26th and was a
huge success! Our Capitals
came out victorious, beating
the Ottawa Senators, 72.
Also, Congratulations to the
BCFD Hockey team, they
are the 2019 Winter Ice
World Adult League
Champions. Good Luck guys

1

1/12

5/8/2019

BFO Newsletter 03.2019 - Google Drive

Baltimore Fire Oﬃcers Local 964
in the upcoming DC Fire
Hockey Tournament.

We are always looking
for help on the Entertainment
Committee, right now it’s the
E Board and a few other
members. The
Entertainment Committee
handles our Social Nights,
the Family Cookout, Crab
Feast, etc. Please contact
any E Board member if
you’re interested in getting
involved.

Alcohol, drug addiction and
PTSD are serious problems
that affect the Fire Service
today. Below is an article
written by IAFF Staff and
printed by the IAFF:
Recognizing PTSD in Fire
Fighters: 5 Warning Signs
Most fire fighters and
paramedics are exposed to
potentially traumatic events
as a normal part of their
jobs. Following certain bad
calls, some may have a
strong reaction. They replay
the event in their minds,
have difficulty sleeping or
experience strong, upsetting
thoughts and feelings.
By talking with others and
engaging in selfcare, these
common stress reactions
often subside over time.
However, when these
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symptoms persist or
intensify, or there’s a
delayed stress reaction
months or years after an
event, the fire fighter or
paramedic could be
experiencing PostTraumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD), a
diagnosable and treatable
mental health condition.
Help is possible, but only if
fire fighters and paramedics
recognize the signs of this
condition and talk about
them.
Fortunately, the stigma
associated with PTSD is
fading. The worry about
being perceived as “weak” is
giving way to a growing
concern about untreated
PTSD and suicide. Fire
fighters and paramedics with
PTSD are finally coming out
of the shadows, talking
about their PTSD experience
and getting help.
So, as a fire fighter,
paramedic, family member
or friend, what can you do?
Have your fire fighters’
and paramedics’ backs.
At the kitchen table or in the
bunk room, if you notice a
change in an individual’s
behavior or mood, be on the
lookout for these five
warning signs of PTSD:
1. Isolation from others
2. Disturbed sleep
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3. Increased irritability
4. Decreased interest in
significant activities
5. Selfdestructive or
reckless behavior
Be honest about your own
experience.
Sometimes, it’s easier to
recognize PTSD in others
rather than ourselves. If you
are experiencing any of
these five hidden warning
signs of PTSD, take action.
1. Intrusive memories or
thoughts of a traumatic event
2. Avoidance of thoughts,
feelings or external
reminders of the event
3. Feelings of numbness
4. Hypervigilance or
exaggerated states of fear
5. Persistent, negative
beliefs about yourself and
the world
Ignoring or keeping quiet
about these warning signs
can be dangerous. PTSD is
a real health problem that
needs to be treated.
Recognizing the warning
signs and talking about the
issue helps connect people
to the help they need.
Get the help you need right
now, call: 18333003765
Important Dates:
May 7, 2019 Regular Union
Meeting & Social Night
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June 2019 MDA Camp,
Camp
July 19, 2019 John L Seiss
Golf Tournament, Rocky
Point GC
July 21, 2019 Family
Cookout, Valleybrook
Country Club, 126pm
September 3, 4, 2019 Union
Meetings, Nominations

Apparatus
Committee Report
The City has taken delivery
of Truck 18 and Truck 26 and
training on the new
apparatus will start soon.
Work has begun on the new
Squads and there are several
new pieces in the early
stages of design and
production.
SAVE THE DATE! The 2019
Family Cookout will again be
held at Valleybrook Country
Club in Kingsville on July 21,
2019. I encourage all to
attend for a great get
together. There will be a
flyer sent out to the
companies in the spring as a
reminder with more
information.
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Health and Safety:
Topics discussed at the last Health and Safety Meeting. The committee meets the third Thursday
EVERY month. If you have any questions or concerns, contact Dave Cox (Engine 5 “D”) or Mike
Brown (Truck 30 “A”).
•
•

Apparatus and quarters. If you encounter an issue report it immediately through proper
channels and include the Health and Safety Members so we are aware.
Washers and Dryers will be replaced throughout the Department. This project is working it’s
way through Purchasing. House Captains please make sure you have a place designated
for these and that all oﬃcers/Acting Members are aware of where they go.

•

Cancer Prevention: Some new presumptive cancers are being discussed in Annapolis but its
EVERY members responsibility! Take part in the hood exchange program, the department will
be putting “wipes” on the Air Flexes to clean up, swap your gear after a ﬁre, etc. There are great
resources in the “Cancer Prevention” folder in BCFD Word Forms. The department is also
looking into to the feasibility of “particulate hoods”.

•

Gear is talked about at every meeting. We have an excellent gear cleaning program and we are
one of the more fortunate Municipalities that have two sets of gear for every member. Most of
the members have received new gear weather it was the latest or just a newer set. We are
always looking for feedback on our gear and how we can make it better. Please do NOT
suggest a speciﬁc brand. A HUGE shout out to Cris Caisse and Jason Goodwin for going the
extra mile(s) with their work

Legislative Update March 2019
Legislative updates are as accurate as I can make them with the fast pace of the 90-day session. This
year in Annapolis, there have been many tax incentive bill & Workers’ Compensation bills introduced. The bills
speciﬁc to the career Fireﬁghters are:
Tax Bills:
HB114- raises the deduction from $15,000 to $30,000, the bill has had a hearing and there has been no
movement since
HB944- Adds Dispatchers to “Hometown Heroes” tax incentives, the bill has had a hearing, there may be
problems with the language, there has been no movement since the hearing
HB1046 & HB154/SB171- identical bills. “2019 Hometown Heroes” clears up some language, in 2020,
increases the deduction to 50% and decreases the age of eligibility to 50, 2021 increases the deduction to
100%. They have been heard in both houses. No movement yet.
HB1199/SB413- raises the deduction from $20,000 to $30,000 and cleans up language. Heard in both houses
and no movement.
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HB149/SB170- Was to increase the pension deduction for the over 65 taxpayers from the current indexed
amount (30,600 this year) to 100% tax free, over 5 years. This bill was found unfavorable by the Senate
Budget & Tax Committee and is dead.
SB65- Similar to HB149/SB170 was to increase over 65 taxpayers to $75,000 over 5 years. Also, Unfavorable
and dead.
These last two were the subject of the media reports about tax breaks being killed.
Workers Compensation:
HB233/SB160- Adds Bladder, Kidney, & Renal Cell to our Presumptive Cancer list. Heard in both houses,
moved Favorable, will go to the Floor for votes of the full houses.
HB604/SB646- Changes language making ﬁre service time for cancer presumption 10 years cumulative
instead of just at current job and changes language to better protect our retirees. Heard in both houses, no
movement yet.
As mentioned earlier, updates are a snapshot in time and can change rapidly. Info will be forwarded as soon
as we get it.
Contact Tom Skinner with Questions.

Last Alarm
Lieutenant Charles “Buck” Meurer, Truck Company #5 passed away 12.12.2018
Lieutenant Norman R. Stiﬄer Truck Company #26 passed away 01.10.2019
Battalion Chief Martin Catterton Battalion Chief #6 passed away 02.26.2019
Captain Charles “Bud” Cornell Fire Academy passed away 03.09.2019
Chief of Fire Department Peter J. O’Conner passed away 03.28.2019 (Former 964 President)

“Putting Up” Reports from the Battalions & Bureaus
FIRST Battalion, Phil Gentile, Truck 3

Brothers and Sisters,
In about 10 months our negotiating
team will be at the bargaining table
discussing a new contract with the City of
Baltimore and Fire Department Officials. I
think it would be a great idea if we supplied
our team a “Wish List” to take with them.
This is how I propose we do that:
Within the next few months, I will be
in contact with every officer of the 1st
battalion. I will either call or send an email
to your private account. You supply me
with your wish list. I will compile the entire
list on a spreadsheet with your name and
Volume #19, Issue #1

your suggestions. Once complete, I will
personally present the list to the
negotiating team. I will also send the list to
everyone that participates.
I know it’s not always easy to attend
the monthly meetings. By doing this, you
can have a documented voice. I truly
believe this is a step in the right direction
and will be greatly appreciated by the ones
sitting at the table on our behalf.
If you are not in the 1st battalion,
feel free to contact me. I will gladly add you
to the list.
Here’s to hoping our next contract is
one worth bragging about.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-Ti9UlDzqSIzAZdbZRaTX18o2V6wrJoLNZj_hWGuSkU/edit#

5

5/12

5/8/2019

BFO Newsletter 03.2019 - Google Drive

Baltimore Fire Oﬃcers Local 964
Be safe,
Phil
FOURTH Battalion , Mike Hudson, Sq 54
First off, let me wish everyone a
happy springtime. I’m sure we have all
had enough snow/wet weather for the year
and are now looking forward to sunny days
and baseball games.
We would like to welcome the
newest 964 members to the Fightin’ Fourth
Battalion. Lt. DeVonte Weaver and Lt.
Jason DorseyWatson, both to Engine
Company #56.
At the writing of this article, all the
members injured on the Bowley’s Lane
Explosion have returned to work. I want to
also extend my prayers and help to those
injured on the Glover Street Fire.
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What do politicians care about, well a
lot of things. But the thing they care about
the most is getting reelected. As such,
despite what you may have been told, we
can influence city politicians with our
numbers. Not in the voting booth
(probably never could due to size of the
local) but with this local’s ability to get
groups of bodies together during
campaigns. Politicians need volunteers.
That is how we can influence elections and
insure those who are friendly to us are
elected.
It all starts with getting involved in our
local today, come to a union meeting and
begin getting involved, but be careful, you
just might find that you enjoy it too.

Ray

Stay Safe! Mike

Third Battalion, Ray Hudson, Truck 10
The motto of Local 964 is "In Union
There is Strength", and there certainly is.
What do you think our plight would be if we
had only the "good will and kindness" of
city hall looking out for our salary, benefits,
safety, and working conditions? Brothers
and Sisters, I submit to you they would not
be where they currently are if not for the
past efforts of L734 and L964.

Thanks to Paul Novack for the
Throwback picture of Engine
Company #14’s American
LaFrance

Member involvement is the key, WE
NEED YOU. As a floating Captain for 7
years I got to meet a lot of people, across
all battalions of the department and I can
tell you there are too many smart members
sitting on the sidelines, it is time to get
involved.
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Letter from Tom Nosek:
THANK YOU. Thanks to the active and
retired membership for allowing me to
represent you for the past 18 years.
In February, I officially wrote to
President Horchar and the Executive Board to
resign my position as 2nd Vice President of
Local 964. I have been pondering such since
Christmas. There are many reasons that
influenced the decision. The number one
reason is that my oldest daughter needs
daycare assistance. I have been doing
Wednesday and Fridays for the last eighteen
months. Reducing my hours with the union will
free up other days. Believe me, I have spent a
lot of hours on Linwood Ave. I was always told
family comes first. Some other reasons; I turn
63 this summer, I despise the 24hour
schedule and retirement is calling. Recently I
have attended funerals for members I worked
with who are younger than me and old friends
have been diagnosed with cancer.
My friend Joe Machovec, retired
Engine 5 asked me to get involved with the
Local back in 1999. YOU, the membership
have continued to elect me since 2001!!!
Presidents Fugate, Campbell and Horchar
have given me opportunities to serve the
membership on a variety of issues and to that I
am grateful.
In these eighteen years, Mike Campbell
and I have become best friends. During this
friendship with have accomplished some good
things for the Local, watched our families grow
and have had some great times.
Local 964’s Executive board has had a
stable and strong group whose main purpose
is to support and serve the membership.
George Jones, my fire school classmate has
always had my back. Tom Skinner and I have
shared the same office for the past 8 years and
have worked closely on many IAFF endeavors.
You know you are getting old when you realize
that George’s twins, Jordan and Christopher
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and Tom’s son, Casey are all graduating from
high school in 3 months and heading off to
college. I remember them as little kids!!! Dave
Cox became our treasurer two years ago and
has served us well, especially with the process
of leasing the building. Dave’s expertise in his
position has been a plus and he too has been
visiting colleges with his daughter Erin, hard to
believe she is driving.
There are several things that I am
proud that we, as a UNION have
accomplished. This, in no particular order, in
2004, we held the inaugural retiree dinner/
dance honoring our retires for the calendar
year they retired. The dinner/dance event was
solely dedicated to those individuals and I think
they and their families appreciated such. In
2008, we established semiannual retirement
seminars to assist any members of Local 734
and 964 in preparing for their retirement. Also,
in 2004, we began the annual VEBA raffle to
benefit the VEBA fund, the raffle was always
held during the retiree dinner dance. Since
2004, the raffle has raised over $150,000.
Since 2006, Bryan Hoffman and I have
cochaired the annual John L. Seiss memorial
golf tournament. We have maintained the
building and have used such to support the
building fund, by having tenants on the first
floor, cell tower on the roof, rear lighting etc.
I have been attending the monthly pension
board meetings since 2006, if there is one
disappointing event in my time as member of
the BCFD and Local 964 is the pension
debacle. Former Mayor Rawlings Blake did not
have to do such. I will continue to follow this
and attend any court proceeding. This needed
not to be done and the harm this has caused
our members both active retired is a disgrace
by the City of Baltimore.
The most important job of an elected
union officer is to negotiate contracts and
benefits. The task of negotiating a labor
contract is no easy task, especially dealing
with the City of Baltimore. This effort can be
frustrating. I am proud of the efforts that Steve
and Mike have done is leading us in this
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PROCESS. We, Local 964 are blessed by
having Joel Smith and FJ Collins working with
us.
I am extremely grateful to Mike
Campbell in mentoring me and allowing me to
be part of the City’s HIC (Health Insurance
Committee). Outside of labor negotiating, this
is the second most important endeavor that the
union is involved in, protecting and fighting for
decent healthcare.
ADVICE: Please support President Horchar,
George, Tom and Dave, they are here working
for YOU the membership. They are only a
phone call away. Local 964 has a strong
UNION, they are admired by many other IAFF
locals and the other City bargaining units. GET
involved it is your UNION. One can easily
throw darts and post on social media, come to
a Union meeting. Remember it is your job and
your family benefits from such.
I will still be available for questions
(410) 4995441, Steve and the EBoard knows
such. I will still be involved on some
committees.
Timothy Nosek, retired Captain E33,
what can I say since we were little he has
always supported me. We have two opposite
personalities. Tim has been there for ALL of
Local 964 as the head chef !! Installation of
officers, social night, summer cookout, golf
tournaments and our CRAB feasts. THANK
YOU

24K GOLD PLATED
ORNAMENT
Proceeds benefit L964 VEBA
Fund
Mail a $20 check or money
order
for each ornament to:
THE BALTIMORE FIRE
OFFICERS
c/o Ornament
1030 S. Linwood Avenue
Baltimore, MD. 21224

Serving these past years, I could have
only done so with the support of my family, my
wonderful wife Barb, daughters Meg, Erin and
Emily, love you all and thanks for sharing me.

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:

GREATEST JOB IN THE WORLD.
MEDALS DAY is May 11th.
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Calendar:
April 2, 2019 7p.m. Local 964 Monthly Evening Meeting: Local
964 Hall
April 3, 2019 8:30 a.m. Local 964 Monthly Morning Meeting:
Local 964 Hall
May 7, 2019 7p.m. Local 964 Monthly Evening Meeting: Local
964 Hall
May 8, 2019 8:30 a.m. Local 964 Monthly Morning Meeting:
Local 964 Hall
May 11, 2019 Medals Day/Memorial Service, War Memorial
Building
June 4, 2019 7p.m. Local 964 Monthly Evening Meeting: Local
964 Hall
June 5, 2019 8:30 a.m. Local 964 Monthly Morning Meeting:
Local 964 Hall
*** NO JULY or AUGUST 964 Meetings ***
July 19, 2019 John L. Seiss Golf Tournament, Rocky Point Golf
Course, 1935 Back River Neck Road, Essex, MAryland 21221
July 21, 2019 Local 964 Annual PicNic, Valley Brook Country Club,
Kingsville, Maryland
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Retired Fire Officers & Fire Fighters Executive Board
President  Charles Williams
VicePresident – Steve Fugate
Treasurer  Wayne Schmitt
Secretary  David Franz
Sergeant at Arms  Jim Macey

4433242531
4109080199
4103220329
4104995638
4106776058

aircasade@aol.com
sgfugate@comcast.net
poe27@hotmail.com
bcfdretirees@comcast.net
maceydel@verizon.net

Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm.
Meetings will be held at the VFW Post 6506 Charles Evering Post
8777 Philadelphia Road,
Rosedale, Md. 21237
***No Meetings in July or August***
Send illness notifications to Dave Franz and
PLEASE KEEP YOUR BENEFICIARIES UP TO DATE!
**Attention Retirees**
We send vital information through a group email
Association Members wanting to participate send your email address to
Recording Secretary Dave Franz at bcfdretirees@comcast.net for more details call Dave at
(410)4995638

Challenge Coins
Mail a $10 (964 Members & ALL BCFD Retirees) $15 (All Others) check or money
order for each Coin to:
THE BALTIMORE FIRE OFFICERS
c/o Challenge Coins
1030 S. Linwood Avenue
Baltimore, MD. 21224
Along with your name and address
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Old Timer’s day @ box 414
Sat

y, Ap i 20, 2019
9 am to 1 p
at t e Bal re Cit Fir Mus
Ol Num 6 En i Ho s
Gay an Or e s St e s
Visi th
Museu
Se ol friend
brin th kid
New Apparatus
displayed every hour
see the Train Garden
ALL are WELCOME
Breakfast and Lunch will be served
ADMISSION: FREE

Spo

r b t e Box 414 As o ti
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Bob Hatoﬀ’s Tired and Retired
I have been writing this column for more than twenty years. By now, you all know me and that
I never complain about anything. (There will now be a 28minute break for some of you to stop
laughing…) The first newsletter under Steve’s lead was a big surprise. It was much larger and the
paper and pictures were a real change. Every year, I go to the picnic with about 10 of my family
members and friends. I kept waiting for the newsletter to get the date. It arrived on July 15th
announcing that the picnic was to be held on July 16th. There were some dates for June events.
Seeing this trend, I checked ahead to see the due date for the December issue. I was advised that
my column better be turned in no later than November 3rd. Just to be safe, I turned it in on October
27th, so that my Christmas Column would appear before Christmas. The newsletter arrived on
January 4, 2019, just in time for Orioles’ Opening Day. I am sorry for being sarcastic, after all it was
only 2 weeks late. I went through it 4 times before I found my column. That was my fault for using
82yearold eyes! They were the best that I had. However, I needed a magnifying glass to read it. I
then found out that my name was spelled wrong. What more could I ask for? I’ll finish this column as
soon as I can get a pencil that writes larger.
If you get this before they put me in an old age home, you can reach me at 5202 Daybrook
Circle, Apt 161, Baltimore, Md. 21237 or (410)8701653.
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