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LOCAL 964
Local 964 Celebrates 70th Anniversary
members of Local 734 and the City response was that though Oﬃcers
could no longer be barred from organizing, they could indeed organize
but separate and apart from Local 734. Hence, with no alternative,
IAFF Local 964 was Chartered on February 28, 1948.

When Chartered in February of 1942, IAFF Local 734 was
established to include ALL uniformed members of the Baltimore City
Fire Department up to and including Battalion Chiefs; indeed, at least
three of the Original Charter Members of Local 734 were Officers.
Those were the dark days of organized labor, particularly amongst
public sector employees, and such Unions were viewed as adversarial
to “the public good”. While Unions were not prohibited by Public Law
or City Ordinance, ALL efforts to thwart such organizing were made
including the need for dues to be paid and collected BY HAND from
each and every member and by January of 1944 a technical (if only
barely legal) “loophole” was discovered thought to be the key to bust
the Union.

Note: Article 12,
Section 4-2 (b)
(3) of the
Baltimore City
Charter STILL
prohibits
“supervisors
and nonsupervisors”
from
membership in
the same Union.
I know full well
that the F.O.P.
includes Sergeants and Lieutenants but there is a distinction of “Unit I
and Unit II”.

On January 20, 1944, General Order 11-44 was published that
changed Article 32 of Department Rules and Regulations expressly
prohibiting any Oﬃcers’ participation or membership in Local 734.
G.O. 11-44 further required every Oﬃcer to file a form “… between
February 1, 1944 and February 15, 1944 on a form to be supplied in
due course, stating whether they are or are not at the time of filing of
the same members of the Baltimore Fire Fighters Association, Local
No. 734.”. While the G.O. did not specify the penalty for maintaining
membership in Local 734 in writing, verbal warnings were given, in no
uncertain terms, that the penalty would be dismissal. As an aside, the
clear intent of such action was to remove “the leadership” from Local
734, the result of which would be failure and collapse of Local 734 as
a Union and 76 years later, that would appear not to have worked.

Here we are 70 years later. The purchase of our current Union
Hall in 1981 after Engine Company #22 and Truck Company #17 were
disbanded gave us a great meeting place. Renovations in 2004/2005
brought the second-floor meeting area in to the 21st century. 964
Leadership has changed over the years, but the commitment to
excellence has not. Leaders have worked hard for better wages,
healthcare and working conditions. With the passion of our members
and leaders who knows what the next 70 years will bring? (Thanks to
President Emeritus Steve Fugate for this Article!)

In June of 1947, “Taft-Hartley”, also known as the Labor
Management Relations Act, provided clarity for the right of
“supervisors” to organize relying in part on the National Labor
Relations Act of 1935 and a group of BCFD Oﬃcers (including the
three known Charter Members of Local 734) petitioned to rejoin as
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Local 964 gets a new outlook with a new President
Stephen M. Horchar joined the ranks of
the Baltimore City Department April 22,
1985. Upon completion of his training
at the Frank J. Trenner Fire Academy he
was assigned to Truck 1 located at the
Oldtown Fire Station. Steve spent four
years at Truck 1 before being promoted
to Pump Operator at Engine 14. Steve

Committee, Cookout Committee,
Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA)
Committee, and several other
committees. Steve has held the
position of Treasurer for the past seven
years and streamlined the position so
that Local 964 would be successful in all
financial aspects for many years to

would eventually find his way back to
Oldtown as a Pump Operator at Engine
6. Prior to making Lieutenant in 2002
Steve was assigned to Engine 2. As a
Lieutenant Steve has spent his entire
tenure at Truck 1. Steve, in October of
2017 was elected President of the
Baltimore Fire Oﬃcers Local 964 and is
currently assigned to Headquarters.

come. Steve considers his greatest
accomplishments as a union oﬃcial is
the work he has performed on the
Safety and Health Committee. Steve
has worked tirelessly for all members
over the past 10 years he has been on
the Safety and Health Committee.
Some of the safety and health issues
that Steve has been part of addressing
were the hood exchange program, new
saws for truck companies, new turnout

Steve started attending union meetings
as member of Baltimore Fire Fighters
Local 734 on the advice of his father,
who was currently a member of Local
734, and his fellow co-workers at
Oldtown. Steve attended ever meeting
he possibly could and got involved in
various events. When Steve made
Lieutenant, he started attending the
Baltimore Fire Oﬃcer union meetings.
Steve was appointed to several
committees by then Presidents Steve
Fugate and Michael Campbell. Steve
was either the chairman or assisted the
chairman on the Golf Committee, Safety
and Health Committee, Crab Feast

gear, new Self Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA), and turnout gear
cleaning program. Steve is extremely
proud of the work that he has done with
cancer awareness. He hopes to provide
our members with best equipment and
information, so they protect their health
and the health of their families. As
President a major focus point for Steve
will be family involvement. Steve will be
announcing family orientated events
soon.

been blessed with two children,
Stephanie and Zach. Stephanie is
currently a Registered Nurse at Franklin
Square Hospital working in the
Emergency Department. Zach, much
like his father, followed in the family
tradition of joining the Fire Service.
Zach is a member of the Montgomery
County Fire Department. Zach is a 3rd
generation of Horchar men in the Fire
Service. Steve has been able to
accomplish so much in his professional
and personal life due to the support of
his family, friends, and co-workers.
Congratulations to Stephen M. Horchar
on being elected to President of
Baltimore Fire Oﬃcers Local 964. We
wish you and our Union many years of
continued success.

At home Steve is support by his loving
wife of 34 years, LeAnn. Steve has also

24K GOLD PLATED ORNAMENT
Proceeds benefit L-964 VEBA Fund
Mail a $20 check or money order, along with Name and
Address for each ornament to:
THE BALTIMORE FIRE OFFICERS
c/o Ornament
1030 S. Linwood Avenue
Baltimore, MD. 21224

Member of the Sixth Battalion responded to this
Second Alarm on January 10th. The three row homes
were all destroyed and there was one Code F
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President Steve Horchar’s Report:
Spring Training has started, I think the Orioles have only won 1 game
in the Grapefruit League, as of me writing this article, so let’s hope
better times are ahead of us. March 25th is the due date of our 1st
grandchild, and as more and more things are added to my Living
room, Dining room, Family room (are you catching the drift here,
LeAnn won’t stop buying) pink is quickly becoming my favorite color!
As I start into my 3rd month as your new President, I cannot thank past
President Mike Campbell enough for answering all my questions,
taking all my calls and responding to my text messages in a quick
manner. Mike and I have had a smooth transition period and he has
been more than willing to assist me with anything and everything I
have asked of him. Michael, Thank you again.
We are looking for some help on the Entertainment Committee, right
now it’s the E Board and a few other members. The Entertainment
Committee handles our Social Nights, the Family Cook-out, Crab
Feast and I have some other ideas of events that would include our
families. Please attend a monthly meeting or call me to get more
information on this.
In January members of the Executive Board attended the ALTS
Conference (Affiliate Leadership Training Summit & Human Relations
Conference) and the 1st Annual Cancer Summit in Florida. Members
participated in sessions in the areas of Leadership, Finances,
Healthcare and Pension Issues. On February 1st, we attended the 1st
Annual Cancer Summit. The Summit included guest speakers, videos
and actual case studies into the alarming rate that modern day fire
fighters are contracting and dying from cancer. At our February Union
Meeting, a video from the Summit was viewed, demonstrating how the
carcinogens that we encounter on the fire ground are transported
back to our stations, our personal vehicles and even to our homes,
including passing them onto our family members. We were given
kudos that we have a hood exchange program, and that’s its been in
place for over a year. On that note, members are not exchanging their
hoods after fires, we/you do not want this program to go away…
PLEASE it’s for your own good, use the wipes, exchange your hoods,
when you get back to the station change and shower…protect
yourself, but mostly protect your family! At the Summit it was talked
about, the increasing rate of Colorectal Cancer; the mortality rate is
31% higher and first incidence is 28% higher among firefighters, don’t
wait till there is a problem, if your age 50 or older please talk to your
Primary Care Physician and schedule a Colonoscopy.
Please check out the videos that are available at
sylvesternewbadgeofhonor.com
Registration is required, but it is free.

The Judge set April 26 at 9 AM in Courtroom 509 – Courthouse East
for a hearing to certify the class.

City Property Tax Credit
Public Safety Officers that own a dwelling in Baltimore City and use
that dwelling as his/her principal residence is eligible to apply.
Below is from the Presentations made to the Public Safety Union
Leaders…
•

The Public Safety Officers Tax Credit offers a credit against the
real property tax imposed on the principal residences of
sworn public safety officers serving in the Baltimore City Police
Department, Baltimore City Fire Department, or the Baltimore
City Sheriff’s Office.

•

The credit is the lesser amount of $2,500 and the property tax
imposed on the eligible real property for each taxable year that
the property remains eligible.

Eligibility
1. Be a qualifying Public Safety Officer; as defined by
Section 10-21 to mean a Sworn Law Enforcement
Officer, Firefighter, or Emergency Medical Technician
employed full time by:
a. The Baltimore City Fire Department;
b. The Baltimore City Police Department; or
c. The Baltimore City Sheriff’s Office.
2. Own a dwelling located in Baltimore City and use said
dwelling as his or her principal residence; and
3. Be otherwise eligible in all respects for the tax credit
authorized by the State Tax-Property Article, Section
9-105 (“Homestead Tax Credit”).
Timing – Applicants
•
•

•

st

The application will be available no later than March 1
through the Baltimore City Tax Credit Application System
st

Applications must be submitted online by April 1 of the
calendar year in which the credit is initially sought.
Please go to https://
propertytaxcredits.baltimorecity.gov to complete your
application. You will need your employee ID number and
name as they appear on your paystub.
st

Local 964 Turns 70 years old
On February 20, 2018 Local 964 turned 70 years old. Our theme for
our May 1st Social Night will incorporate her 70th birthday. Keep
checking the Calendar for other activities that incorporates this
milestone. Please check out, our line of 70th Anniversary memorabilia
as the year goes on.

No applications will be accepted after April 1
If anyone has any Fund Raiser ideas for the VEBA Fund, please don’t
hesitate to contact Dave Cox or myself. This is the source of your
widow’s and children’s death benefit.

Pension Update
Following Judge Rubin’s favorable ruling on January 2nd, the City filed
a motion for reconsideration asking the Judge to reverse her ruling.
We filed an opposing memorandum. By order dated February 21,
2018, the Judge determined that a hearing was not necessary and
denied the City’s motion. The case will now proceed to trial following
class certification.

114 years ago, The
Great Baltimore Fire.
The Great Baltimore
Fire marker is
attached to the west
side of the Port
Discovery Children’s
Museum.
Stan “Jaws” Jaworski
Photo
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2nd Vice President Tom Nosek's Report
Here is hoping you are surviving the winter.
St. Patrick’ day is 18 days away, Opening

assistance, we would not have been able to
help so many children.
Cancer:

Day 30 days away and Easter is 33 days
away. Come on spring, time for Rockfishing
and kayaking for smallmouth bass.
Building:
Since the last newsletter, the Local has
renovated both bathrooms, such haven’t
been updated since the 1980’s!! Thank you,
Captain Samios - Uy and crew.
The last ten years plus the Local has had
tenants on the first floor of the union hall
paying us rent. The person leasing such did
not renew their lease. The Local has hired
a leasing agent and we are actively working
to rent such. Our location in Canton, makes
an attractive spot for retail businesses. We
have had numerous requests and some
serious proposals. We are hoping to have
occupied tenants by late spring.
Also, regards to the building, we will be
doing some concrete work to the rear
parking pad and removing the green
retainer wall. We have a proposal for
upgrades to the roof. Both projects will
begin when the weather warms.
John L. Seiss memorial golf tournament:
This year’s tournament is scheduled for
Friday, July 20, 2108.
Operation Warm:
Both Fire Locals worked together to
distribute brand new coats this winter to
Baltimore school children who live under
the Federal poverty level. Thank you to all
who helped hand out the coats. We will be
doing this again next fall/winter. A big
thank you those who donated financially in
purchasing such coats, your generosity did
not go unnoticed and without your

The executive board of Local 964,
members of Local 734, Professional
Firefighters of Maryland and IAFF locals
throughout the country attended the
inaugural Cancer Summit hosted by the
IAFF. Cancer is ravaging firefighters daily,
we all know a co worker who has been
diagnosed with cancer. Active and retired,
young and old, male and female, cancer is
attacking our profession. We shared a video
about cancer at the last union meeting and
our safety and health committee is trying
to get such as part of battalion training.
Locals throughout the country are seeking
to obtaining a hood exchange program to
help keep the neck area protected from
carcinogens. WE HAVE SUCH A PROGRAM!!!!
Please take advantage of this program.
The Local has also put together a survey on
cancer and health issues. The survey is
included in this newsletter, please fill it
out, cut such out and forward it to the
union hall. THANK YOU.
The Local was notified in January by The
Retired Professional Firefighter Cancer
Fund Inc. ( located out of Binghamton
N.Y. ) that they will be making monetary
donation to Johns Hopkins cancer center in
memory of Lieutenant Jack C. Zoppo of the
Baltimore City Fire Department. Lieutenant
Zoppo passed away in October 2004. There
will be a formal check presentation in the
late spring. We will be notified in advance
of the time and place. Brother Zoppo’s
family is aware of the upcoming donation.
Local 964 will be having a raffle to
supplement the donation. Raffle tickets
will be $10 and will be available by midMarch, please considering purchasing one
in honor of Lieutenant Zoppo and help
Johns Hopkins fight cancer.
Retirement Seminar:
Local 964 will hold the next retirement
seminar on Friday, April 27, 2018 at Local
964’s hall, 1030 S. Linwood Ave. Something
new this time around, we will have a
psychologist speak on the what to expect
when you retire. To “B” shifters, you guys
are off for once, hope to see you there.

Deferred Compensation:
I was recently appointed to the deferred
compensation board of City of Baltimore. I
will be representing public safety ( Fire
and Police ). As of January 2018 the new
deferred compensation company will be
Nationwide. There will be a transition, and
such will take us through springtime. Once
the transition period is complete,
employees will be notified of any fund
changes.
Healthcare:
January 2018 found both active and retired
members having a new prescription carrier.
Actives and retired under age 65 now have
Caremark/CVS and retired over age 65
have Silver Scripts. We had a service
representative from Silver Scripts come to
the last retiree’s union meeting to answer
questions. I hope such helped. Members
can access www.carefirst.com/
baltimorecity for information. Active and
retired members can now get eyeglasses
every year, such is an upgrade. We use to
only get eyeglasses every two years. What
is step therapy?? This is where the
prescription carriers on occasion refuse
your current prescription and seek you to
try generic brand. This is to try to save
money the only problem is they don’t tell
you, until to go to get your next refill. If
your doctor requires you to use the current
prescription they must justify such. Any
healthcare questions feel free to email me
at nosek5@comcast.net, text or call me on
my cell 410 499 5441.
Pension lawsuit:
With the recent rulings by Judge Rubin, you
would think the City would want to settle
this nightmare.
Social Night:
Social night will be Tuesday, May 1, which
also the first union meeting of the month.
Come out for some good food and
friendship and celebrate the 70th
anniversary of Local 964.

GREATEST JOB IN THE WORLD!! Dispatcher
Heinbuch, “ in service JJ Foley” !!

LEFT: Another winter has passed and another successful “Operation Warm”. So many members to thank but the real winners were the
kids. (964 Photo) RIGHT: Squad 54 with a deck gun, Blitz Line and 4 handlines on this well involved fire. (“Jaws” Photo)
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Secretary/Treasurer Dave Cox’s Report
Treasurer’s Stuff

First, I would like to thank everyone for
electing me to the office of Secretary/
Treasurer for the remainder of Steve’s
term. I will do my best to carry out the
duties of this office for the next two years.
I have been assigned the Health and Safety
Committee and the Uniform Committee by
President Horchar. If you have any
suggestions or comments to pass along in
either of those two committees, please
feel free to email me at the address below.
Could all company commander’s please
email copies of their company patches?
dvdcox@verizon.net .
Health and Safety
Myself and Lieutenant Mike Brown from
T-30 are the sitting members of the
committee for Local 964. However; I would
like to form a Health and Safety SubCommittee. I have spoken to both Vice
President Russell Lichtenberg and President
Dickie Altieri from Local 734 about forming
a joint sub-committee that would convene
just prior to the locals meeting with the
department to discuss any issues that need
to be brought up in that meeting. If anyone
is interested in serving on that committee,
please shoot me an email. I am looking to
have every rank and specialty represented
i.e. Communications, Fire Marshall’s
Office, Fire Academy etc. Also, Lieutenant,
Captain and Battalion Chief from
Suppression and EMS. Again, if anyone is
interested please reach out.
Mike Brown will be giving a full report on
the Health and Safety Committee and I
don’t want to step on his toes, but I would
like everyone to know that there are a few
people on the committee that deserve a
shout out such as Battalion Chief Jason
Goodwin and Deputy Chief Chris Caisse.
They are always bringing new equipment to
the meetings for approval and testing.
Please thank them when you see them they
are certainly doing their part on this
committee.

Since taking office in January there have
been a few challenges, for instance our
commercial grade refrigerator behind the
bar took a dump, literally, during
installation of officers and had to be
replaced at a tune of almost $2000.
Secondly the heat went out in the offices
and had to be repaired at a cost of $2500
after waiting 3 weeks during the coldest
spell we’ve had this winter, for the part to
come in.
We have upgraded some of our outdated
computer equipment at the hall and
beefed up our WIFI as well. We have also
replaced some of the old office furniture at
the hall for virtually no cost due to some
generous donations including one from
Captain Demario, Lieutenant Britcher and
the members of Engine 50.
V.P. Nosek will be reporting on the process
of getting the downstairs leased. I will be
reporting on the additional income and the
plan going forward once the space has
tenant occupancy and the decisions are
made by the Board and the Trustees. It is
impossible to do any kind of financial
planning for the revenue generated from
the 1st floor without it being rented.
We have had four retired officers pass
since the first of the year. Prayers and
condolences go out to the families and
survivors of those members. Their names
are reported elsewhere in the newsletter.
Affiliate Leadership Training Seminar
I attended the IAFF ALTS conference the
end of January. It was very informative. I
attended classes on leadership, Health and
Safety and the use of Quick Books as well
as other classes associated with the job of
Secretary/ Treasurer. The IAFF is coming
out with a new program for the Locals
called IAFF SMART. It can be a huge tool
aiding the executive board in management
of the membership especially the
Secretary/Treasurer. IAFF SMART is
scheduled to be released in April, I will
provide updates as I receive them. There is
a short You Tube on the program if you are
interested in watching.
IAFF Cancer Summit
Attached to the end of the ALTS conference
was a one-day Cancer Summit which was
broadcast live on You Tube. There was a
wealth of information given at the Cancer
Summit some of which is very unsettling.
There are new cancers being presented as
presumptive cancers for Fire Fighters such

as Mesothelioma. I don’t know of anyone
that has ever survived that disease. The
most eye-opening research I saw presented
was how we as Fire and EMS are carriers of
carcinogens back to our stations and to our
families. There is research conducted in
Florida on how we unknowingly
contaminate our living quarters, our
personal vehicles and even our homes and
Families with the particulate matter
charged with carcinogens from the fire
ground. We are working on getting the
video presentation from this research
placed in the cancer folder on BCFD forms.
I will put something out as soon as that
happens. This video should be made part of
battalion training, so everyone is aware of
the dangers and make decisions affecting
themselves and their families accordingly.
Bottom line is we have programs in place
to help minimize some of these dangers
and they are not being utilized like they
should. Please change your hoods on
every fire and turn your gear in to be
cleaned like you are required to do. Is
this the optimal program for our fire
fighters? Not by a long shot! but its hard to
achieve greater advancements in the
health and safety of our members when we
don’t use what’s already in place for us. If
not for yourself do it for your family, for
your children.
The video I spoke of earlier in the article
was shown at the last union meeting and
seemed to be well received. Come to the
meetings, we will hopefully have more
presentations like this and other subjects
in the future. As we get videos and other
information we will certainly make it
available to the members
Uniform Committee
There have been no meetings of the
uniform committee since taking office but I
will report back as I receive any
information.
Warmer weather is on the way which
presents its own challenges Stay safe.
MPFGA
The Maryland Police and Fire Golf
Association has a few openings for the 2018
season. If you or someone you know that is
a Fire Fighter or Police Officer in the state
of Maryland and would be interested in
playing please contact me at
dvdcox@verizon.net or my cell
443-902-2199. The group plays on Mondays
and usually plays at area Country Clubs for
reasonable prices for more information
please give me a call or email.

Crews
operating on a
14 Box
Stan “Jaws”
Jaworski
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Recording Secretary Pat Macken’s Report
Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA)
2018
April 26, 2018 I will travel to Ocean City,
Md. for the annual MDA Boot Camp, which
is a training seminar and awards ceremony.
With the assistance of Baltimore Fire
Fighters Local 734 MDA chairman we
determine our collection goal for 2018.
June 20, 2018 will sponsor day at the
annual MDA summer camp located at Camp
Fairlee in Chestertown, Maryland. On this
day the members of Local 734 and Local
964 will provide lunch for over 100
campers, counselors, staff, and fellow
sponsors. I wish to extend an open
invitation to all active members, retirees,
and family members of active and retiree
members. If you have a child who needs
community service hours I can sign-off for
the number of hours that we are at the
camp. The address of the camp is 22242
Bayshore Rd. Chestertown, Md. 21620.
The camp approximately 1 hour and 45

minutes from 964’s Union Hall. We will
provide lunch (spaghetti), fruit, and snowballs for desert. We will arrive at the
camp at 10am and leave approximately
1pm. This excellent opportunity to see
why we stand on the streets of Baltimore
to collect money. If you have questions,
please feel free contact me.
Medals Day and Memorial Service 2018
The annual Memorial Service and Medals
Day ceremony will be held April 14, 2018
at the Baltimore War Memorial Building
located at 101 N. Gay St. Baltimore Md.
21201. The memorial service will begin at
11am followed by lunch from 12 noon1pm. The Medals Day ceremony will start
at 1pm and last approximately 4pm. Free
parking will be in the Lexington St. Garage
located at 510 E. Lexington St. Baltimore
Md. 21201

Part of my job as Recording Secretary is to
mail sympathy cards to other IAFF unions
across the United States and Canada when
members pass away due to a line of duty
injury or illness. Since January 1, 2018
nine members of IAFF have died from line
of duty injuries of illness. Seven out of
the nine have dies from some form of
cancer. Its imperative that you make sure
you are taking advantage of hood
exchange program, gear cleaning, and
wiping your hands after fires. The AIR
FLEXes units have wipes to help reduce
with potential of our members getting
cancer. Every little bit of prevention could

Sympathy Cards

Health and Safety:
The following are some of the topics discussed at the last Health and Safety Meeting. The committee meets the third
Thursday EVERY month. If you have any questions email Dave Cox (Engine 5 “D”) or Mike Brown (Truck 30 “A”). Some of
the topics discussed recently have been
• Post Incident Analysis/MAYDAYs - Being aware of the incidents and sharing information
• New Gear - we have several sets of gear expiring this year. A survey is coming out to try to improve our gear
• Infection Control - reminding members to be aware of their situation and use appropriate protective equipment
• On-Line Training will be coming in the near future. Classes like Blood Bourne Pathogens and Driver Recertification
should be some of the classes on line.
• Cancer Prevention, some new presumptive cancers are being discussed in Annapolis but its EVERY members
responsibility! Take part in the hood exchange program, the department will be putting “wipes” on the Air Flexes to clean up, swap your gear
after a fire, etc. There are great resources in the “Cancer Prevention” folder in BCFD Word Forms.
• Gear Cleaning - This is an important part of not only Cancer prevention but maintaining YOUR gear. Send it out (even if it’s still in the plastic.
Although, we recommend taking it out and making sure it is YOUR gear and that it still fits). DID YOU KNOW…that you can send your gear out
at ANY time to get cleaned? That’s right! if you think your gear needs cleaning, call Fire Supply and they will come get it.

964 “News”
At the monthly meeting on 01.02.2018 newly elected oﬃcials were sworn in by IAFF 4th District VP Andy Pantelis. An enjoyable social evening
with OUTSTANDING food by the infamous Timmy Nosek

The “E” Board (from L to R) George Jones, Pat Macken, Steve Horchar, Dave Cox, Tom Nosek
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Legislative News
Our Local and State representatives are in Annapolis with the start of the new Legislative session. Some recent
accomplishments include the “Hometown Hero” act which gives retired Firefighters a significant Tax break on their pension
and some updates to better protect us with the presumptive cancer laws.

Last Alarm
Lieutenant Charles Johnson Engine Company #56 Passed Away 01.2.18
Lieutenant Edward Dix Engine Company #45 Passed Away 01.26.18
Lieutenant William Grahe Truck Company #21 Passed Away 02.01.2018
Captain Patrick Flyn Public Information Officer Passed Away 02.12.2018

At the “Hall”
The Hall: As the new oﬃcials are “sprucing up” and personalizing their work spaces, we are looking to add pictures from incidents, social events
and members as well as fire service memorabilia. We will add some photos to the Facebook Page and Newsletter, as we do them. It’s always
best to see them in person. If you have something you would like to see displayed Contact Tom Nosek.
Do you have an upcoming Family Party, Birthday Party, Bridal or Baby Shower, Graduation, First Communion, Family and Class Reunions or even
the now popular Gender Reveal Party, our hall is available for members to rent. Included are the amenities of two large screen tv’s, beverage cool
box, a commercial refrigerator, a double oven stove, a stair-chair lift system and a newly added air circulation system. Where better to throw a party
then on the “Square” in Beautiful Historic Canton Square? For information regarding the Hall rental Contact Tom Nosek.
VEBA: Anyone who has ideas for fund raisers for the VEBA fund, please contact Steve Horchar or Dave Cox. This is what pays out death benefits
to YOUR family.
Logo Store: We have polos and tees available that feature our union logo. We now carry Orioles, Ravens and Capitals themed Maltese

Cross decals. We are looking for a display case that will hold our logo store items. If you know anyone who has one and is looking to
donate it, please keep the union in mind.

Bob Hatoff’s Tired and Retired
Mike Campbell has decided not to run for another term. I feel
we owe him our gratitude and appreciation for the years he
has worked for us. He has written his last column and it was
four pages long. That was longer than Washington’s farewell
speech to his troops. He always finished with words to twirl by.
I felt the words were written by someone who was smoking
some unknown tree bark. I’ve never figured out how to twirl.
He did finish this one with words from a song that Paul Anka
wrote for Frank Sinatra. I understood every word and Sinatra
was the greatest. Mike thanked some men who had helped him
along the way. I know all of them and they are some great
guys. However, in all modesty, I feel I have helped him more

than all of them combined. I must admit, I formed this opinion
while I was writing words to twirl by. However, I feel you
should respect what I write. After all, my column has been
running for 23 years, the longest in the history of our Union.
Next, I will start writing about Steve, our new President. This
should be easy as long as he doesn’t start twirling!
That’s it for now. As always, you can reach me at 5202
Daybrook Circle Apt. 161, Baltimore, Md. 21237 or
(410)870-1653. If you are using an old dial phone, you can twirl
my number.

Retired Fire Officers & Fire Fighters Executive Board
President - Charles Williams
Vice-President – Steve Fugate
Treasurer - Robert Jenkins
Secretary - David Franz
Sergeant at Arms - Jim Macey

443-324-2531
410-908-0199
410-444-0039
410-499-5638
410-677-6058

aircasade@aol.com
sgfugate@comcast.net
kookmagnet@hotmail.com
bcfdretirees@comcast.net
maceydel@verizon.net

Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:30 pm.
MEETING LOCATION HAS CHANGED
Meetings will be held at the VFW Post 6506 Charles Evering Post
8777 Philadelphia Road,
Rosedale, Md. 21237
***No Meetings in July or August***
Send illness notifications to Dave Franz and
PLEASE KEEP YOUR BENEFICIARIES UP TO DATE!
**Attention Retirees**
We send vital information through a group email
Association Members wanting to participate send your email address to
Recording Secretary Dave Franz at
bcfdretirees@comcast.net for more details call Dave at (410)499-5638
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Calendar
March 6 Local 964 Meeting 7 p.m. Local 964 Hall
March 7 Local 964 Meeting 830 a.m. Local 964 Hall
April 3 Local 964 Meeting 7 p.m. Local 964 Hall
April 4 Local 964 Meeting 830 a.m. Local 964 Hall
April 14 “Old Timer’s Day” at Box 414 9 a.m. at Box 414 Gay and Orleans Street
April 14 Memorial Service/Medal’s Day 11 a.m. War Memorial Building, 101 N. Gay Street
April 27 Retirement Seminar 8:30-3:00 p.m. Local 964 Hall
May 1 Local 964 Meeting 7 p.m. Local 964 Hall *** SOCIAL NIGHT ***
May 2 Local 964 Meeting 830 a.m. Local 964 Hall
July 20 John L. Seiss Golf Tournament

“Putting Up” Reports from the Battalions
FIRST Battalion, Phil Gentile Truck 3
Greetings Brothers and Sisters. This is Phil Gentile,
Captain Truck 3. It is my pleasure to have been selected as the
new Battalion Steward for the First Battalion. I am new to any
type of union position, however, I am eager to do whatever it
takes to help in every way possible. The new leadership of our
union came up with the idea for the stewards to write a short
article in each newsletter. The article will cover the ongoings in
our specific battalion. In each edition I will focus on a different
company starting with, of course, Truck 3.
The most exciting news to come out of Eastern Avenue in a long
time is the purchase of a new Pierce Ladder Truck. We are
hoping to start training with the apparatus sometime in late
March to early April, and to be placed in service soon after that.
It will be a sad day to lose our current first line because of the
history it holds. Many years ago Truck 15 put our current first
line in service. Approximately 10 current members of Truck 3
were assigned to Truck 15 at one time or another. Many great
memories and many great members came out of that house.
We are all looking forward to the last run with the old truck, and
the first run with the new. Here’s hoping that both runs are
rocking dwelling fires. Kidding of course ;) Check yourself, check
your members, check your unit, and BE SAFE!

We’d like to congratulate all 2nd Battalion members that
promoted and moved on and welcome those that promoted in,
good luck. As always the 2nd Battalion’s run totals are thru the
roof and every time we hit the street there is a potential for
injury. Remember to take the time to read the Health and Safety
articles of the News Letter, you’ll find good ideas for keeping you
and your crews healthy. Keep up the good work, it’s what we do!

!

Captain Jon Parker has the 31 House looking good!
Photo Andrew Orden

!
SECOND Battalion, Jim “CAVDOG” Cavasina Engine 31
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In the last few months companies of the 3rd Battalion
have experienced heavy fire service, with all Engine Companies
in the battalion getting first in fire. It was not at all uncommon for
units to respond to multiple fires in one day. But then again
what else is new in West Baltimore.
Congratulations to Firefighter Lou Gross, Engine 55 who
retired in February after 30 years on the job. The members of
Engine 55 and Truck 23 held a retirement party for him on
March 3, 2018 at the Firefighters Union Hall and a good time
was had by all.
In the near future Local 964 will begin using mass email and
text messaging to keep members up to date and informed of
union business. This will allow the local to disseminate
information quickly and efficiently to the membership, please
make sure the local has your updated cell phone number,
personal email address as well as the other information that was
requested via your city email recently. Members of The 3rd
Battalion can send their contact information to me and I will
forward it as a package to the local.

CONGRATULATIONS to Lt. Carl Harp as he wraps up his
career at Squad 54

!
FIFTH Battalion, Al Jarrett, Squad 40
Promotions
We would like to congratulate Mya McConnell, formerly the
captain of Engine Company 29 for her promotion to Fire
Battalion Chief. Battalion Chief McConnell made history for
being the first female Fire Battalion Chief in Baltimore City Fire
Department. We would also like to say Congratulations to Prince
Kiepia for his Promotion to Fire Lieutenant of Engine Company
46 and Jeffrey Dausch for his promotion to Fire Captain at
Engine Company 29. Welcome to Da 5TH!!!!!
Other News in the 5th
Also, recently there have been several occasions that items
have been stolen off apparatus while on the scene of a medical
call or a fire. People have also been observed trying to go into
fire stations as we respond to calls. Please make sure your bay
door is closed, and stations are secured before responding. Also
when possible, please leave someone with your apparatus.

!
FOURTH Battalion, Mike Hudson, Squad 54
The “Fightin’ Fourth” has been busy lately with several
fires. Members are reminded to keep the Local informed of
your contact information. A new newsletter and some other
things like text messaging are being looked at to better keep you
informed.
Truck 25 will be moving “down the street” to beautiful
Hamden HON, in the “near future”. The new Truck is in the
process of being delivered and outfitted. After members have
been trained they will take delivery. Please keep this in mind
should you be detailed/impacted/called back to Truck 25. You
may want to call ahead to see if they’ve moved. I found this
photo below of their new truck, so credit goes to the
photographer, Paul Schwartztrauber.
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SIXTH Battalion, Mike Hogan, Truck 21 (LTD)
Introduction
I am Michael Hogan and I will be serving as L964’s Sixth
Battalion Steward. I have been calling and visiting members
over the last few weeks to introduce myself and update contact
information. If your contact information changes, please contact
me ASAP. Updating your information through the fire department
does not update it with the union. If anyone has any ideas or
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Fire Investigation Bureau

items they would like published in the Sixth Battalion section,
please send them to me.
Security
Be sure not to leave any valuables in your vehicles. Within the
last month, two vehicles were broken into at Engine 35/Truck
21. In one case, the vehicle had the window broken and a bag
was stolen from the car. Both vehicles were parked on the back
ramp of the station when the instances occurred.

Congratulations to Captain Mike Roth on his retirement after 30 years
service. Mike, spent most of his career assigned to West Baltimore
Companies prior to transferring to FIB. Captain James Smith (Engine
41) is currently long term detailed into that position.
Fire Prevention

Health and Wellness
As members of the fire department, we are able to access the
Under Armour Performance Center free of charge, located in the
Sixth Battalion at 1020 Hull St Suite 1, Baltimore, MD 21230.
During the week they open at 5:00 a.m., making it a perfect spot
to get in a post shift workout. Also, with the weather getting
warmer, they have an outside turf field for those that prefer
outdoor workouts. Under Armour or BCFD attire is required.

Congratulations to the following members for Fire Prevention on their
retirements:
Lieutenant John Eddinger
Captain Alfonso Joyner
Captain Anthony Lloyd
Training

Happenings
Construction on the Hanover Street Bridge is set to start this
spring. The plan is the re-deck the bridge until a long term option
is chosen.

The Office of the Fire Marshall will be conducting training to all
members in the future with regards to electrical fires. There have
been a large amount of electrical fires recently. The Office Of the Fire
Marshall wants members to know how to properly detect and handle
these situations.

New Promotions/Transfers
Congratulations to Steven Burkhart on his promotion to
Lieutenant! He will be assigned to Squad 26 on A-Shift.
Firehouse Healthy Recipe
Chicken Chili
Ingredients to Feed 8:
6 LBS of Chicken Breast (Harris Teeter has chicken breast for
$1.99/ lb)
9 Bell Peppers, minced
3 Red Onions, chopped
4 Jalapeno Peppers (optional for spice)
8 Cups of Fire Roasted Salsa
8 Cloves of Garlic, minced
5 Cups of Water
4 TSP. Cumin
8 TSP. Chili Powder
4 Avocados, sliced (optional)
Salt and Pepper, to taste
!

EMS:
I want to thank all of the EMS Officers who have been
attending our union meetings lately, we need to have our voices
heard and it’s great to see more of you participating. For those
who may be unaware our meetings are held on the first Tuesday
at 1900 and the first Wednesday at 0830 of the month
September through June, we don’t have meetings in July or
August. If you have never been or have been away for a while
please try to come down sometime. Even if you can’t make
every meeting, try to attend when you can. I would like to see
EMS become more involved in our union. My email address is
dtzepp@comcast.net and my phone number is 443.739.6483 if
you need to get in touch with me.

!

!
Office of the Fire Marshall, Ed Hall, FIB #7
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Baltimore Fire Officers, IAFF Local 964
Raffle to support Johns Hopkins cancer research facility
in memory of
Lieutenant Jack C. Zoppo, Baltimore City Fire Department
1st prize, two box seat tickets to a Baltimore Orioles game
2nd prize, foursome in the John L. Seiss memorial golf tournament
3rd prize, fishing rod and reel combo
Donation $10
drawing is Tuesday , June 3, 2018

John L. Seiss memorial golf tournament:
To benefit the VEBA fund (Local 964’s Widows and Orphans Fund)
Rocky Point Golf Course Essex, Maryland
Friday July 20, 2018 Registration 7 a.m. SHOTGUN start at 8 a.m.
Breakfast, Food at “the Turn” and a gourmet buffet lunch,
Raffles and Prizes
Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams, closet to the pin and long drives
$125.00 per player
Contact Bryan Hoffman 410.446.2666 or Tom Nosek 410.499.5441 for more info
Send registration forms to: Local 964 1030 South Linwood Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland 21224

Lt. Bob Nine
sent this
picture of E-Zee
supermarket.
3600 Blk Elm
Ave. Do you
know what
year it was?
How about the
rigs in the
picture?
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LEFT: One of
“THE BEST”
Captain
Charles
Fewster.

RIGHT:
“Sunrise
at
Fort Hollins”

Retirement Seminar
April 27, 2018 0830 hours to 1500 hours
Baltimore Fire Officers Union hall 1030 S. Linwood Ave.
Baltimore Md. 21224
IAFF Locals 734 & 964 are pleased to present Retirement Seminars to the members of the Baltimore City Fire Department. The
seminars will have speakers/personnel from Deferred Compensation, Employee Benefits, Fire & Police Pension Office and Private
Investment Firms. *** Investment advisors will be on site to be visited at your discretion***
Note: Please bring your most recent DROP calculation information that was sent by the Retirement System if you are a DROP
participant. WHO should attend, anyone who is on the job, it is never too early to plan your retirement. Do you know what your
benefits are??? Come get an education on your financial future, though being a member of the BCFD is the “greatest job in the world
“, you want to have a secure future for when you hang your boots or stethoscope up!!!
Please contact: Tom Nosek 410.499.544, nosek5@comcast.net Spouses are WELCOME Lite breakfast and lunch provided

Lt. Bob Starkey
received his plaque at
the annual retirees
dinner/dance. Pictures
Left to Right: 4th
District Vice President
Andy Pantelis, Chief
Ford, Bob, Ton Nosek
and Mike Campbell.
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